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Hymns are the Wings of Christianity 


‘The hymn as Literature 


By Jeremiah Bascom Reeves, Ph.D. — 


i... BOOK is a deeply moving record of 
those Christian poems which have sung 
themselves into the consciousness of the nations. 


Students of literature will find this work a 
mine of information; ministers will find 
indispensable. 


Tue AMERICAN LUTHERAN says: 

“The Lutheran Church has been rightfully 
called the ‘singing church,’ and for this reason 
Lutherans are particularly interested in hymn- 
ody. Here is a really worth-while book, in- 
teresting and instructive. The book makes 
good reading. It is attractively bound and 
well worth a place in your library.” 


Price, $2.00 


eH CENTURY -CO. 
353 Fourth Avenue New York City 


LUTHERAN BOOKS 
FOR> 


LUTHERAN READERS 


SCHUH, REV. L. H. Ph. D., How To Make Marriage A 
Success. This volume is the outgrowth and enlargement of 
a lecture on “How to make Marriage a success’ which 
was frequently called for and favorably received. The 
thoughts presented in this pook ave Bivlical, and therefore 
fave the author courage and conviction in its presentation, 
since it deals with one of the many great subjects in our 
day, both within and without the Church that need Biblical 
Hlumination. Cloth, 228 pages in ccicccscncnnccnmneneencsnennnnmn 1.00 


LENSKI, R. C. H., D.D., The Active Church Member. Into 
this little manual of practical church life is crowded a 
wealth of helpful information that will make every church 
member an ACTIVE church worker. 

Marked in gilt on front cover, 206 pages 


SCHUH, REY. H. J., Catechisations on Luther’s Small 
Catechism. These catechisations are completely worked out 
in questions and answers and will prove very helpful to 
pastors and teachers in their catechetical work. 

Pee eee Net $1.76 


LOSE, REV. G. W., Catechism Bible Narratives. A course 
of instructions in the catechism on the basis of well selected 
Bible histories. The volume contains over 100 lessons and 
each lesson is provided with pemienptory notes covering ali 
Ennio sec Oloth) — 100 


SHEATSLEY, REV. J., To My Sunday-school Teachers. A 
series of short papers in popular form on teaching in the 
Sunday-school. Cloth, 128 pages.—.....__.._______--___---_- mai 5 


SHEATSLEY, REV. J., A Guide To The Study Of The Bible. 
A popular introduction to the study of the Bible designed 
especially for Sunday-school teachers and Bible classes. 
CC ee Sa) S88, 


LUTHERAN BOOK CONCERN 
55-59 E. Main Street Columbus, Ohio 


Why not purchase a bulletin of aluminum equipment. 

Easy to handle, will not rust, neat and clear letters. 

Will last a life-time. 

Black letters on a white back:round give the greatest 
legibility. 


Write for catalog. 
The ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


ASHTABULA, OHIO 
“ THE HOME OF GOOD BULLETINS” 


Department L. 


THE PERRY PICTURES 


Reproductions of the World’s Great Paintings. 
Size 5% x 8. Postpaid. 


TWO CENTS EACH for 25 or more, 


Send 50 cents for 25 Art Subjects or 25 on Life of 
Christ. No two Alike. 
Beautiful 64-page Catalogue for 
15 cents in coin or stamps 
THE PERRY PICTURES COMPANY 
Box 97, Malden, Mass. 


DAUS “TIP-TOP” 
DUPLICATOR 


Is a handy article for ministers and chureb 
workers who must have exact, clean, clear 
copies. 75 copies. Neverdelay. $12.00 com- 
plete. Send for Booklet. 


Felix H. Daus Duplicator Co. 
174 Wooster Street New York 


EXTRA COPIES of this Issue 


Supplied at the following prices 
Single Copies - - $.10 


In bundles of 25 - 
100 or more mente 05 


AMERICAN LUTHERAN 


289 Fourth Avenue Foe a New York 


The Acme Outdoor Illuminated 


Bibles and Chars 
Church 


‘Testaments . 


Everything Pertaining to 
: On hand all 
Lutheran Literature— Lutheran Church Work the time 


Lutheran Bible Class and Sunday School 


| DEDICATE 


IN THE CAUSE OF 
Attractive RE L iGIOU S 
Pes EDUCATION 


Low Priced. : 
: i 10 OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Saas I AND 


Our Complete Catalog free upon request 


Spectal rates to Pastors and Teachers 


Send for i COMMUNITY 
Wartburg Publishing House Descuerive : 
BOOKSELLERS — PUBLISHERS — IMPORTERS OF ts 
CHURCH, SCHOOL & SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
2018 Calumet Avenue Chicago//Mlinass GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CoO. 
14-16 Vesey Street New York 


Be 
ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION && 


Have This 
Envelope 
One toward the work of the ce Plackac 
of Them American DLutberan Publicity Bureau Cartons Free 
Inserted : 
3 Paid Newspaper Articles setting forth Gospel Truths; Free 
in Your 


Distribution of Bibles and Tracts; Placing Lutheran Litera- 
ure in Public Libraries; Public Lectures on Lutheran 


Doctrines; Helps and Hints for Practical Church Work. 


| l 
I I 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| I 
| | 
289 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y. . on Request. 
I I 
I l 
1925 Cartons 
I | 
| | 


“What ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.”’— Matt. 10,27. 


Indispensible for Instruction in Biblical History BIBLE ee 


above Picture Charts. The story 
of the lessons is given in simple 


For Use in Parish and Sunday Schools questions and answers on the re- 
Complete Series of Large, Colored Biblical Pictures verse side of the card. The cards 
: ce ¢ are given to the children for home 
In 8 Groups of 13 Pictures, 24 x 34, beautifully lithographed study of the lesson and committing to 
This Series Contains: 52 Pictures from the Old Testament and 52 memory the Scripture passages of 
: S 5 i short portions of the Catechism that 
Pictures from the New Testament, with Texts in English Language are printed therein. Size 3% x 5, 
Price, complete set, net, $10.00. Price: Per set of 52 cards Old 

i : Testament, 16c. 

Iron Stand for Picture Charts, each, not prepaid, $1.75 Per set of 52 New Testament, 16c. 


Write for our New Cumulative Catalog of Lutheran Books in the English Language 


LUTHERAN LITERARY BOARD, Burlington, Iowa 


Please mention The American Lutheran when writing advertisers 


Pau. LinpEMANN, Editor-in-Chief 
Geo. C. Kornic, Managing Editor 
Published monthly by the AmeERIcAN LuTHERAN Pusticiry Bureau, United Charities Building 
289 Fourth Aveaue New York, N. Y. 
Subscription, One Dollar per year. Single Copies, Ten Cents 


“Entered as second-class matter December 3lst, 1917, at the Post Office at New York, New York, under the Act of March 3, 1879” 
“Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Section 1103, Act of October 3rd, 1917, authorized on July 3, 1918" 
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{ Editorial 


An Important At the Walther League convention in Detroit in 1923 a resolution was en- 
s thusiastically passed to institute a simultaneous soul-saving campaign, or, as 
Project it was also called, a practical missionary endeavor. ‘The time was tenta- 
tively set for the Lenten season of 1924. Unfortunately the project could 
not be carried out for unavoidable practical reasons. We are informed that the preliminary prepara- 
tions for putting it into execution during the Lenten season of 1925 are well under way. ‘The idea 
of the League is to offer the missionary zeal of the young people to the various congregations for a 
systematic soul-winning campaign in their respective localities. The young folk, under the direction 
of their pastors and congregational officers, will be ready to seek to win back those who have strayed 
from the church, to canvass the neighborhood of their church for new material, to enlist new Sun- 
day school pupils, to distribute literature, to do anything, in fact, that an aggressive missionary cam- 
paign involves. The League intends to have literature prepared, at the hand of which the young peo- 
ple can be prepared by their pastor for the task. We are not going into details regarding the plan. We 
want to express, however, the hope that it will materialize and that it will receive the support it de- 
serves. We speak from experience when we say that we have found the young people of our church 
the most valuable kind of missionaries. Once our young folk catch the vision of our missionary duty 
and opportunities and sense their own personal chance of doing constructive work, they offer the 
most flexible material for moulding into splendid missionary agencies. We rejoice in the fact that the 
Walther League is encouraging the missionary spirit and is urging the young people to place them- 
selves at the service of their respective churches and pastors for missionary work. It is an endeavor 
which pastors will welcome gratefully and which promises lasting good for the Church. 


J. F. E. Nickersspurc, Business Manager 


e 


$43 Because the program of the Walther League naturally fosters prac- 
Opportunities er tical church work, the League has from the beginning been a valuable 
Young People Ss proponent of the object of the American Lutheran Publicity Bureau. 
Societies Local Walther League societies have placed Lutheran books and peri- 


odicals in libraries and reading-rooms; they have inaugurated and 
financed local publicity campaigns; they are placing church ads. in the newspapers; they are having 
their church advertised in depots, hotels and other public places; they have distributed many thou- 
sands of tracts; they have established tract racks in the churches and purchased church bulletin boards. 
They have, in fact, been aggressive publicity workers for their church. We want to encourage the so- 
cieties that have not yet taken up such activities to fall in line. They will be rendering valuable ser- 
vice to their church. 

We aiso take this opportunity to encourage Walther Leaguers to become subscribers to the 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN. Our ‘magazine is designed to be helpful to church workers. It seeks to 
foster practical methods of church work. A good Leaguer is necessarily a good church worker, and 
we therefore believe that he or she will find the AMERICAN LUTHERAN interesting and valuable. An 
aggressive policy in our church activities is made necessary by the spirit of our times and we have found 
the young people energetic supporters of such a policy. A regular perusal of the American Lu- 


THERAN will provide young folk with practical ideas to increase the effectiveness of their own 
church. 
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The Walther During the current month the thirty-second international Walther League 

convention will be held in Saint Paul, Minn. The AmEricAN LUTHERAN 
League extends to the assembled Leaguers its sincere felicitations and best wishes 

for pleasant and_ profitable sessions which will be conducive to the advance- 
ment of the cause of Christ. The AMERICAN LUTHERAN takes due cognizance of the fact that the 
Walther League has steadily, by dint of a worth-while program, compelled the attention and also 
the commendation of those who love Zion. It has brought a number. of splendid projects to a success- 
ful issue and is rendering steady service on the field of foreign mission. But no doubt the most 
valuable contribution which the League is making to the life of the Church is the development of Lu-! 
theran consciousness among the young people. It is fostering the idea of service and is driving home 
the fact that youthful energy and enthusiasm is just one of the talents which God Almighty has pro- 
vided for employment in His business. “There was a time when our young folk were imbued with 
the idea, which, by the way, was quite forcibly impressed upon them by their elders, that they were 
not a vital factor in the work of the Church, that they were expected to be a receptive and passive ele- 
ment in the Church. And since they were expected to be passive, they were passive, at least as far as 
their interest in the Church was concerned. ‘The result was an almost total lack of interest and a 
drifting into channels which offered more of an outlet for their youthful energies. “There is no doubt 
that one of the contributing factors in the tremendous losses the Church has suffered has been the 
tailure to hitch the aggressive qualities of youth to the projects of the Church. Youth craves ac- 
tivity. It finds mere passivity impossible. It must have an outlet for its ebullient spirits. With the 
ever increasing use of the educational facilities which our age provides there has been naturally not 
only an increase in the possible usefulness of our young folk, but also a growing restiveness, a de- 
mand for action, a refusal to be merely submerged. And why should we submerge them? ‘They offer 
a tremendous force for good, which we have to a degree permitted to lie dormant. The Walther 
League has sought to develop and in a great measure succeeded in developing that force, not as an inde-. 
pendent power outside of the Church’s control, but as an agency which places itself willingly at the 
Church’s disposal for any service for which it might be designated. Any congregation that does not 
make full use of the energies of its young people is missing a golden opportunity. 


It might be argued, and it has been argued, that the aims of the Walther League belong in the 
sphere of the local congregation and that the local congregation should instigate and carry on these 
activities among its young people. It has been stated that joint movements of this kind are apt to su- 
persede and override the constituted authority of the congregation. It is, however, an incontrovertible 
fact that the Walter League has given a wonderful impetus to young people’s wore and has insti- 
gated activities that the individual congregation did not and could not instigate, and that the prime 
beneficiary of League activities has been the individual congregation. Comparisons are odious, but 
they are often convincing, and there is marked difference between the whole congregational life of 
a church that is checking its young people and holding them to their purely local interests and one 
that has permitted the Walther League interests tc develop. And there has been to date no tendency 
discernible on the part of the League to trespass on the rights of the congregation and to withdraw 
the young folks from congregational control or supervision. On the contrary, we have been deeply 
impressed with the staunch insistence on the part of the League that the principle of congregational 
authority be zealously guarded. ‘The League has grown to be a mighty force and we thank God that 
it is a force for good and constitutes one of the most hopeful signs of a prosperous future for our 
Church. If you are not convinced of this, attend the convention! 


Only the Working Very few congregations in our day have no Young People’s Society. 
‘ F In many cases, however, it is a sluggish, limping, half-hearted or- 
Society is Successful ganization which has a hard time justifying its existence and is more 
or less of a nuisance in the congregational life. The meetings are 
poorly attended and the young folks keep up the organization as a matter of duty with very little heart 
in the effort. In many churches the history of the young people’s work runs in cycles. Young people’s 
societies sprang up at intervals to flourish for a short season and then slowly to languish and die. What 
is wrong? 

There may be, of course, all sorts of contributing factors to the failure of the young people’s — 
movement in various localities, but we have come to the conclusion that the failure of many societies 
is due to the fact that they had no definite policy of work. A merely social organization in a church 
is in our day doomed to failure and deserves failure. Our day and time offers so much social diversion 
that the church is engaging in a hopeless task in attempting to provide competition. A church society 
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without a working program, without a constructive policy of usefulness, is bound to have a short life. 
We are by no means opposed to social activities in organizations of young people. We have rather been 
accused of overstressing their importance. But we do hold that our young Christians want to be use- 
ful. They want to feel that they are accomplishing something in the upbuilding of the kingdom of God. 
They want to be active factors in the Church’s progress. And the field of possible activity is wide indeed. 
The Walther League showed its phenomenal growth coincident with the expansion of its working pro- 
gram. If your home society is in a somnolent condition it is most probably due to the fact that its 
members find nothing in its activities that is really worth while. Its social program appeals to them 
only when they have nothing better to do. And often that social program is poorly arranged or is left 
to the haphazard impulse of the moment. 

Nowadays young people should find no difficulty in steering their youthful energy into useful 
channels. The program of the Walther League offers plentiful opportunity for constructive work. The 
various projects of the League, such as the Wheat. Ridge Sanitarium, the support of foreign mission- 
aries, the various campaigns for the needy in Europe have enlisted the consecrated interest of thousands 
of Lutheran young people. The Walther League Messenger teems with suggestions for local young peo- 
ple’s societies. It offers material for inspirational and educational discussion at the meetings. It is fos- 
tering intensive Bible study and is furnishing the necessary text-books. It is urging the application of 
youthful energy to the work of local congregations. 

And it is in connection with this latter phase of the League’s influence that we want to make a 
few practical suggestions to the young folks. They can be a most valuable factor in the work of build- 
ing up their local church and a most inspiring blessing to their pastor. Naturally our suggestions are 
along the lines of practical church work. Many a pastor groans under the burden of small details con- 
nected with his work and is much depressed by the fact that even the most mechanical phase of congre- 
gational work falls upon his shoulders. There are things that he would like to do, projects that he would 
like to launch, but he has held back because of lack of helpers) He may want to do some publicity 
work but he hesitates starting it because it would mean additional burdens to him. Right here the young 
people can be of invaluable assistance. 

They can perhaps even supply the funds neccessary to put the pastor’s plan into operation. He 
might want to start a parish paper. His young folks may offer to do the detail work, such as acting as 
distributors, placing it in public places, writing the addresses, attending to the wrapping, etc. The same 
holds good with other printed matter of the church, such as cards and folders and form letters. 

Perhaps the pastor would like to run paid ads. of his church services in the newspapers but hesi- 
tates to draw on the church funds for the purpose. The young folks would be rendering a real service 
by undertaking the financing of this project. Or he may want to advertise the services in hotels, railroad 
stations, etc. Or he may want a bulletin board for the front of the church. The financial assistance of 
the young people’s society may be very welcome. 

The young folk will render a real service by offering to place a tract rack in the vestibule of the 
church. Tracts are persistent silent preachers and will do much to further a real understanding of Lu- 
theran doctrines and principles. The pastor will be much relieved if someone will not only install the 
rack but also keep it supplied and in order. 

Young people’s organizations in various parts of the country have been supplying the libraries 
and reading rooms of their respective localities with Lutheran periodicals and books. The Lutheran 
Witness, the Walther League Messenger and the AMERICAN LUTHERAN should be in every public li- 
brary. The American Lutheran Publicity Bureau will, upon request, furnish a list of books suggested for 
the shelves of public libraries. Some societies make it a practice to furnish a certain number of new books 
every year. Others have instituted a church library and are thus fostering the taste for religious litera- 
ture in their home congregations. 

A splendid avenue of helpfulness is that of offering the young people’s society for active missionary 
duty, such as canvassing the neighborhood for prospective members, candidates for the adult class and 
Sunday School pupils. 

In fact, the opportunities to make the young people’s society a real working force in the church are 
numberless. And as soon as the society starts to work, it starts to bloom. It has become worth while, 
and those who have stood aloof will want to come in. The society will, of course, not neglect the social 
side of its program, but the social end will become, as it should be, only incidental. And by the way, the 
growing habit of the society to do its work faithfully and systematically will be conducive to a careful 
and methodical planning also of the social life. The day of unplanned socials will be over. The young 
folk will no longer get together confronted by the everlasting problem: “What shall we do?” As a re- 
sult the social meetings will become more enjoyable because of previous thought and arrangement. The 
society ought never hold an unplanned meeting. All right, young folk, let’s get to work! 
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THE HOSPICE WORK OF THE WALTHER LEAGUE 


Erwin UMBACH 


Have you ever felt the overpowering sense of loneli- 
ness which comes upon him who is leaving home far be- 
hind? Have you ever sat in a railway coach and 
watched the last familiar sign of the community where 
you lived fade away in the distance? Have you ever 
gone to a strange city where there were no friends and 
loved ones, no mother to turn to in your discourage- 
ment, no father to give you a kind word of advice, no 
brother and sister to spend the leisure hours with you 
in joyous pastime? If 


you have known the 
heartache of tearing 
home-ties asunder, of 


going out into the world 
away from those whom 
you love best, of lodg- 
ing in strange places, of 
meeting with other cus- 
toms and ways, then 
you can appreciate 
what it means to the 
traveler and_ stranger 
to be welcomed by fel- 
low Christians, then 
you can understand his 
feelings when true hos- 
pitality is offered him. 

The aim of the hos- 
pice endeavor of the 
Walther League is to 
encourage the practice 
of Christian hospitality 
to the stranger and 
traveler. Leaving home 
brings many new temp- 
tations and _ dangers. 
Even the _— staunchest 
Christian is more easily 
led astray by tempta- 
tion when the home-ties 
are severed. The obli- 
gation of doing our 
part for those who are 
away from home is im- 
posed upon us by Scrip- 
ture when it exhorts us 


to practice hospitality 
and to entertain the 
stranger. 


Early in its history, 
hospice work was added 
to the program of the 
Walther League. To 
establish a hospice sys- 
tem for the welfare of 
Lutheran travelers and strangers is now one of the ten 
definite objects of the League. 

From humble beginnings the endeavor has grown to 
large dimensions. As the need for hospice work was 
realized more generally and as more persons became in- 
terested in hospice activities, an organization of hospice 
workers gradually grew up. So well has the work pros- 
pered that a short time ago the League found it advisable 
to call a full-time hospice secretary to direct the entire 
hospice organization. An international hospice committee 
co-operates with the League’s hospice secretary. From 
general headquarters the work branches out into the 
various districts, each Walther League district having 
a hospice committee for its own territory. The district 
hospice committee supervises the efforts of the local 
hospice secretaries, who are elected by the various so- 
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cities. The constitution calls for a hospice secretary 
in\ every society. In cities and communities where two 
or ‘more societies are found, the hospice secretaries of 
the individual societies form a central hospice committee 
which advances the welfare of Lutheran travelers in the 
entire community. Thus a net work of hospice workers 


is stretched across our country, and in every locality / 


where Lutherans reside someone is ready to answer the 
call to service when hospice opportunities present them- 
selves, ' { 

The duties of hospice 
secretaries are mani- 
fold. When someone 
in the congregation 
moves to another com- 
munity, the local hospice 
secretary sends out a 
notification of removal 
card. The hospice sec- 
retary who receives the 
notification then calls 


vites him to the church 
services, introduces him 
to the pastor and to the 
members of the congre- 
gation, escorts him to 
the Walther League So- 
ciety and, in general, 
brings him a warm 
well established in the 
personal welcome. Often 
a number of calls are 
necessary before the 
newcomer is regular in 
church attendance and 
congregation. If asked 
to do so, the hospice sec- 
retary will meet the 
newcomer at the train 
and make arrangements 
for him to room and 
board with a Lutheran 
family. Many  Lu- 
therans come to the 
larger cities in quest of 
employment and _ these 
are aided by 
mending Lutheran em- 
ployers who may be in 
need of their services. 
The hospice secretary 
also places church no- 
tices in depots, hotels, 
and other public places 
so that Lutherans who are traveling may readily be di- 
rected to a church of their own faith. He also places Lu- 
theran literature in public libraries and other public 
reading rooms. Another duty of the hospice secretary is 
to call at Y.M.C.A.’s and Y.W.C.A.’s and agencies of a 


like kind for the purpose of meeting any Lutherans who | 
are staying at these places. He also invites the cooperation | 


of the Travelers’ Aid representative at the larger railroad 
stations and makes known his willingness to serve fel- 
low-Lutherans. As a rule, local conditions will deter- 
mine what and how much must be done. 


In the larger cities to which many young people come 


in search of employment or to attend school or for some 
other cause, Walther League hospices are maintained. 
These hospices are Christian homes, providing board and 


lodging at reasonable prices. At present there are nine 


’ 
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Walther League hospices located at Buffalo, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, Milwaukee, New York, Omaha, St. 
Louis, Sioux City, and Washington, D. C. A total of 
more than three hundred guests can be accommodated 
at the hospices. 

Publicity naturally plays a great role in the work of 
the hospice secretary and every means of advertising the 
Church and bringing it to the attention of the traveling 
public is made use of. ‘The cooperation of the Ameri- 
ean Lutheran Publicity Bureau has often been enlisted by 
the hospice secretaries to further their work. 

Special phases have been added to the hospice en- 
deavor from time to time. Thus, hospice secretaries are 
encouraged to visit immigrants from Lutheran countries 
and to direct them to our Lutheran churches. They 
are asked to bring cheer to our Lutheran boys in vet- 
eran hospitals. They are urged to welcome students at 
colleges and universities. They are encouraged to ad- 
yertise their church at tourist camps for the convenience 
of those Lutherans who are traveling through the coun- 
try by auto. 

The real value of the Walther League hospice work 
consists in keeping our people, especially our young 
people, with the Church and inviting visitors to attend 
the church services. For this reason, hospice work is 
mission work, inner mission work of the highest kind. 
In many of our larger cities the young people who are 
away from home are practically without spiritual super- 
vision. Our age is an age of travel and our congrega- 
tions in many places experience a large increase not only 
through the natural growth among the families that con- 
stitute the membership of the congregation, but also by 
gaining Lutherans who move into the neighborhood and 
join the church. A pastor in one of the large cities of 
the Middle West has stated that during the four years 
of his pastorate in that particular city at least four 
hundred Lutheran young people from out of town had 
come under his spiritual supervision. But the sad part 
was that the coming of only a few of these had been 
announced in advance. Had they remained away from 
church in this city, the pastor would probably have met 
only a score or two of them. This gives us an idea 
of the vast field open to the Walther League hospice 
workers. 

The measure of success which has attended our hospice 
work is at present hard to determine. In many cases aid 
has been extended, but no record was kept. In general, 
we may say, however, that through its hospice work the 
Walther League has performed invaluable services to 
the church in preventing a great loss of promising 
members. 


PROGRAM 
THIRTY-SECOND INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION OF THE WALTHER 

LEAGUE 

Services and Sessions held at St. Paul Auditorium 
CONVENTION SERVICES 

OPENING SERvicE—Sunday, July 13th, at 3:00 P. M. 

CONVENTION SERMON—Rey. J. M. Bailey, Chicago, III. 

AppreEss OF WeELCOME—Rey. F. L. Oberschulte, St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 

INSPIRATIONAL SERVICE—Wednesday evening, July 16th, 
at 8:15, Prof J. H. C. Fritz, Dean of Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.; Rey. H. K. Moussa, Fond 
du Lac, Wisconsin. 

CLosinc ServicE—Thursday, July 17th, immediately af- 
ter adjournment of sessions, Rey. Ad. Frey, St. 
Paul, Minnesota. 

CONVENTION SESSIONS 

First Session, Monday, July 14th, 8:45 A.M. to 12:00 M. 
Devotional Exercises—Chaplain, Rev. F. J. Seltz. 
Address of Welcome, Hon. J. A. O. Preus, Gover- 

nor of the State of Minnesota. 
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Address of Welcome, Mr. Arthur Nelson, President, 
Twin-City Walther League. 

Response, 

Announcements, 

Report of Committee on Credentials, 

Appointment of Committees, 

Address of President A. A. Grossmann, 

Report of Executive Board, E. J. Gallmeyer, 
Chairman, 

Message of Executive Secretary, Rev. Paul Prokopy, 

Report of Field Secretary, Prof. E. H. Engelbrecht. 


Second Session, Monday, July 14th, 1:15 to 3:30 P. M. 

Devotional Exercises, 

Report of Treasurer, F. A. Schack, 

Address—“How Can I Help My Home Church,” 
Rey. Im. F. Albrecht, President Minnesota Distrct 
Evangelical Luth. Joint Synod of Wisconsin, 

Presentation of Ballot. 

Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


Third Session, Tuesday, July 15th, 8:45 A.M. to 12:00 M. 
Devotional Exercises, 
Announcements, 
Report of Educational Secretary, Rev. J. M. Bailey, 
Address—“The Christian and His Country,” Prof. 
H. D. Mensing, Concordia College, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., 
Report of Committee on Resolutions, 
Election of Officers. 
(1:oo to 1:30 P.M., Convention Picture in front of the 
Minnesota State Capitol.) 


Fourth Session, Tuesday, July 15th, 1:30 to 4:30 P.M. 
Sectional Conferences and Leaders: 


District Officers and Field Secretaries—Senate 
Chamber of the State Capitol, Rev. Paul F. 
Miller; 


Walther League Secretaries and other society of- 
ficers in the House of Representatives Chamber, 
State Capitol—Prof. E. H. Engelbrecht; 

Junior Workers, Hospice Workers—Mechanics Arts 
High School—Rey. Erwin Umbach; 

Educational Workers—auditorium of Historical So- 
ciety Building, Rev. J. M. Bailey; 

Bible Students, Dr. O. E. Kretzmann; Mission 
Workers, Rev. Paul G. Prokopy. Trinity Lutheran 
Church Hall. 


Fifth Session, Wednesday, July 16th, 8:45 to 12:00 M. 

Devotional Exercises, 

Announcements, 

Report and Message of Hospice Secretary—Rev. 
Erwin Umbach, 

Address: “World Opportunities’—Dr. W. H. T. 
Dau, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., 

Report of Committee on Bible Study, and of Com- 
mittee on Missions, Rev. Paul G. Prokopy, 

Address: “The Resounding Call of the Heathen, 
‘Come Over and Help Us’,” Rev. Lawrence 
Meyer, Missionary to China. 
Sixth Session, Wednesday, July 16th, 1:15 to 4:30 P.M. 
Devotional Exercises, 
Report of Acting Junior 
Umbach, 

Report on Wheat Ridge Sanitarium—Rev. H. H. 
Feiertag, Supt. 

Address “Lay Leadership in the Church,’ Dr. Chas. 
A. A. J. Miller, of Baltimore, Md., 

Report of Committee on Resolutions. 

Seventh Session, Thursday, July 17th, 8:45 to 11:00 A.M. 
Devotional Exercises 
Unfinished Business 
Report of Committee on Resolutions 
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Secretary—Rev. Erwin 


Address: “Christian Education—The Need of the 
World’—Rev. John Herzer, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. Adjournment 


Closing Service 
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PUBLISH AND CONCEAL NOT 


Paut G. PRokopy 


The press has long ago been recognized as a mighty 
agency for good as well as a most pernicious vehicle 
for evil. It has been well emphasized that public sen- 
timent, aroused through the press, is to be feared more 
than a mighty army. Especially in recent years the 
possibilities of organized, systematic and determined 
propaganda have been exploited to the fullest extent, 
and the results, negative or positive, have been demon- 
strated in many cases, to the undoing or making of many 
a career. The possibilities of propaganda in business 
have been popularly stated 
in the saying “it pays to 
advertise.” 

It is a well known fact 
that large and flourishing 
concerns such as William 
Wrigley & Co., the Coca 
Cola Co., spend millions to 
bring their products to the 
attention of the people. It 
is also a well known fact 
that the selling power of 
many articles is based larg- 
ely on the extensive adver- 
tisement they are given. 
This is no doubt true, to a 
great extent, of Ivory Soap 
with its catchy slogan and 
illustrations—“It floats”; of 
Palm Olive Soap, with its 
charming and_ luxuriant 
tropical scenes, of Gold 
Medal Flour with its “Even- 
tually, Why Not Now?” 
There was a time when 
this method was frowned 
upon and the argument was 
that if the article was good 
it needed no advertising, 
and it was considered bad 
business to advertise. 

This, however, has chang- 
ed entirely. Space for ad- 
vertising purposes in the 
leading magazines as well 
as in the daily newspapers 
has been capitalized. It 
requires little calculation to 
figure out that the daily 
newspapers could not be 
published for the present 
price of two or three cents 
if it were not for the rev- 
enue received from advertising. The price of two or 
three cents per paper does not one-half cover the cost 
of material. The Saturday Evening Post, for example, 
for one full page advertisement for one issue receives 
$7,000 and the Ladies Home Journal for one page, 
black and white, one issue, $9,000. Proportionate rates 
apply to other leading magazines. 

The power of the press and of propaganda has also 
been fully recognized by church denominations and it 
is safe to say that much of the success of the Russell- 
ites (International Bible Students’ Assn.) is due to 
persistent propaganda. Such slogans as “Millions now 
living will never die,” which have been spread con- 
sistently, together with an abundance of literature, have 
interested thousands and _ similarly the literature of 
Christian Science with its high sounding phrases and 
sentimental appeal, has infatuated many thousands. 
Another sect which has capitalized the power of the 
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: those 
enthusiastic and stated, upon noticing this unusual en- 
thusiasm, that he was not surprised and that such gos- 
pel messages as were heard that evening were preached 
Sunday after Sunday in his and every other Lutheran 


press is the Seventh Day Adventists. Their literature 
is found in many depots and is spread far and wide. 
These denominations have their literature printed in 
many languages; the Seventh Day Adventists, for ex- 
ample, spread their doctrine in about ninety foreign 
tongues. There is hardly a limit: to their use of 
printer’s ink. 

The question, therefore, quite naturally suggests it- 
self, if others can do this and the results are so telling, 
why cannot we do the same and more? It is a fact 
which cannot be disputed 
that we have too long put 
our light under the bushel 
and waited to become known 
rather than making our- 
selves better known. It is 
largely through the efforts 
of the American Lutheran 
Publicity Bureau that a 
change has taken place, and 
we are happy to address 
ourselves, in this issue of 
the AMERICAN LUTHERAN 
particularly to the Walther 
League Societies, with the- 
appeal “publish and _ con- 
ceal not.” 

We have always felt that 
the Church of the Reforma- 
tion which is so signally 
blessed, should be doing far 
more to tell the world of 
its wonderful message. How- 
ever, so signally blessed, it 
seems as though we were 
satisfied to keep the great 
treasure for ourselves and 
as though we felt that the 
world would soon find out 
where the Word of Life is 
proclaimed in all its truth 
and purity. There comes to 
our mind the story of the 
Lutheran deacon wno at- 
tended an evangelistic meet- 
ing where great interest and 
enthusiasm were aroused. 
After the meeting, favorable 
opinions were expressed | 
very freely. The Lutheran 
deacon happened: to join 
in conversation with one of 
who was very en- 


church. Whereupon the stranger stated, in effect, “Do 
you mean to tell me that you enjoy such messages every 
Sunday? Then why does not your Church make greater 
efforts to let others know?” And this leads us to an- 
other story which brings home the same lesson. <A 
number of students at a university were gathered to- 
gether around Christmas time and were contemplating 
the story of the Christ child. A stranger who happened 
in listened with intense interest. Upon conclusion of 
the discussion he arose to his feet in excitement and 
said, “What, you believe this wonderful story, and you 
do not go out into the streets and proclaim it widely?” 


The greatest publicity agent was our Savior Himself 
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and emulating their Master’s example, His followers 
went out into the streets and personally arrested the 
attention of the passers-by. Such publicity by word of 
mouth, is the very best, for there is nothing like a liv- 
ing, personal word, and we cannot refrain from urg- 
ing more strongly upon all Walther Leaguers to tes- 
tify personally, speaking at all times and at all places 
for the Savior and His church. 

However, there are other potent means of publicity 
which the Church should employ. There are the so- 
called “silent preachers,” the tracts and pamphlets whose 
value can hardly be over-estimated. Many souls have 
been won for the Saviour through just such literature 
which in a short and gripping manner brought home 
the fundamental truths of sin and grace. In this way 
much good seed has been sown through tracts which 
have been issued extensively by the Concordia Pub- 
lishing House and the American Lutheran Publicity 
Bureau. We might add that the tracts, “What the 
Lutheran Church Stands For” and “Why Go to Church?” 
have been translated into the Italian and Spanish lan- 
guages and we hope that these and similar tracts will 
soon be given publicity in scores of other languages. 

One of our most beloved inner missionaries, Rev. H. 
Gallman, who is taking every occasion to distribute self- 
addressed tracts recently made a trip of several hun- 
dred miles upon request of a person who had been 
interested and aroused through one of the thousands of 
tracts which this missionary had distributed. In a 
similar manner our societies can and should do every- 
thing in their power to broadcast such tracts as “Why 
Go to Church?” “Am I Converted?” “The Church’s 
Claim Upon Men,” and the like. These tracts the 
Walther Leaguers should carry with them and leave 
wherever possible, in the street cars, stations, post- 
offices, banks, in short wherever they may be read. 

The Walther League of LaPorte, Indiana, one of our 
most active societies, last year plaved 1000 tracts in 
local banks, the post office, public library, and a total 
of 10,000 tracts were distributed during the year. It 
is not such a difficult matter as some would imagine, to 
place tracts in the various places mentioned. On the 
contrary, it is even possible to have a permanent tract 
rack or receptacle in stores, libraries, depots, factories 
and different public places. Circumstances of course 
alter cases. What may be possible in the smaller towns 
and cities may be altogether out of the question in a 
larger city . However, much depends upon the manner 
of approach and upon the efforts that are put forth. 
Certainly, if Christian Scientists and Adventists can 
have permanent racks in depots, hotels, and other 
places, it should be possible for our Lutheran church 
to do the same. 

Another important branch of publicity for the church 
which may be fostered by our societies, is the placing 
of our church papers, pamphlets, and books in the pub- 
lic libraries, Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., reading rooms. 

A survey of the denominational literature that is 
found in the public libraries has brought forth sad facts. 
While books of other denominations are found in large 
numbers in the libraries, Lutheran periodicals and 
books are often conspicuous by their absence. Unitarian, 
Seventh Day Adventists, Christian Scientist, Catholic 
and other papers are very well represented in the 
public libraries, but the Lutheran Witness and Walther 
League Messenger are very often not found among these 
church papers. The fact that the Lutheran Church is 
not given the publicity in the libraries through its books 
and periodicals that other churches enjoy is oftentimes 
due to our own failure to place such books and periodi- 
cals in the library. [t will be found that librarians usu- 
ally are broad-minded and considerate and if the 
volume is of general interest it will be accepted. 
All libraries throughout the country should have sub- 
scriptions for the Lutheran Witness, the Walther League 
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Messenger and such books as “Ebenezer,” “The Life of 
Martin Luther,” and the like. The time has come for 
all societies to make a determined effort so that any- 
one who seeks may find sufficient reference books per- 
taining to the history and work of the Lutheran Church. 

There are many other ways in which the young 
people can efficiently make their Church better known. 
A more recent means of publicity and a very effective 
publicity agency is the so-called church bulletin-board, 
which announces the services and special events or oc- 
casions, and extends a cordial invitation to all who 
pass by. Electrically illuminated, such church signs at- 
tract considerable attention and with a Christian 
verse or appeal a powerful sermon is preached si- 
lently and constantly to the hundreds passing by. 
Our societies will do well to donate such sign-boards to 
the church, especially if the only sign the church 
has announces the services in a foreign language which 
the American cannot read and therefore does not un- 
derstand. 


There is also ample opportunity for publicity within 
the church, for many of our own members are oft- 
times only meagerly acquainted with the principles and 
practices of their Church and need such education as 
these tracts will supply, in order that they may de- 
fend their faith and Church intelligently. It is well to 
have a tract rack in the vestibule of the church or in 
some other convenient place, which the society will 
keep filled so that “he who runs may read.” 

A very effective means of bringing the church to 
the attention of the individual is a form letter sent 
out regularly, and on especial occasions; these letters 
may contain tracts, folders, announcement cards adver- 
tising the services and extending an invitation. For 
such form letters and for other duplicating work, as 
programs and bulletins, the mimeograph or multigraph 
machines have been found to be very serviceable. The 
Walther League may also use these machines for its 
purpose (society calendar, letters, etc.). An addresso- 
graph machine will be found to be very helpful in 
following up the various church members and the un- 
churched, who must never be dropped from the list, 
even if there is no response. 

We would emphasize the frequent and full use of 
throw-away cards, announcement cards, folders and 
similar publicity material consistently and persistently 
spread. Every occasion should be taken to give such 
publicity material to unchurched friends and this has 
been found to be very helpful in bringing the Church 
before the people and in bringing the people to the 
Church. We would fail to mention an important means 
of publicity if we did not emphasize the publication 
and distribution of pulpit programs which announce the 
subject of the sermon and often include a brief synop- 
sis of the sermon. Especially during the advent and 
lenten seasons the pulpit program has been used with 
marked success. Of such publicity literature as pul- 
pit programs, throw-away cards, folders and other 
dignified church publicity helps, the American Lutheran 
Publicity Bureau has a splendid collection and for a 
few cents a complete sample set will be sent promptly. 

One of the most recent means of publicity is the 
blotter announcing the church services and making a 
direct appeal. These blotters are distributed freely in 
public places, such as post offices, depots and wherever 
else such distribution is permitted. 

Well advertised lectures on timely and interestly sub- 
jects by the local pastor, or outside speakers have also 
served their purpose well, and especially do stereopti- 
con lectures help to draw people to the church. 

It has also been found advisable to make a special 
and organized effort to bring the Church and its mes- 
sage to the people. Some have devoted an entire week 
known as “Lutheran Publicity Week” to the purpose of 
making the Church better known. The arrangement 
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for such a publicity usually includes a number of spe- 
cial evening services with a number of addresses by 
prominent speakers telling what the Lutheran Church 
stands for. Such a week is quite naturally preceded 
by a very thorough educational effort on the part of 
the members, by thorough preparatory work, including 
an abundant broadcasting of tracts, personal correspond- 
ence, and newspaper publicity. To such an effort the 
young people will not only give their personal support, 
but also their financial aid, and it is well for them to 
sponsor such or a similar publicity effort. 


The Walther League Society of Plymouth, Massachu- 
setts, several years ago sponsored a Lutheran Pub- 
licity week and this was followed by the congregation 
of Pastor B. H. Hemmeter. of Chicago. Last year the 
endeavor was fostered mostly by the young people. 


We cannot urge too strongly that our societies as- 
sist in getting newspaper publicity. In many instances 
the editors will be glad to give free space if the ma- 
terial is submitted in the proper newspaper fashion, 
that is, objectively, eliminating personal and denomina- 
tional expressions of opinions or viewpoints. Wher- 
ever it is impossible to gain free space, the society 
should not hesitate to appropriate a liveral amount for 
paid advertising of the church. Especially in large 
cities should the church notices and special services be 
given publicity and prominence. lt is a matter of 
sincere regret that so many churches miss their oppor- 
tunity to bring their church to the attention of thousands 
of readers of the daily newspapers. 


For the practical execution of the work the society 
will do well to have a publicity committee such as St. 
John’s Walther League of LaPorte has, 
mittee promotes the work and takes it in hand as 
much as possible. This committee should be composed 
of consecrated young people who,—if possible,—have 
literary talent and clerical experience. A regular ap- 
propriation for publicity work should be voted by the 
societies. The publicity committee of St. John’s Wal- 
ther League also solicits funds from church members. 


In the matter of Lutheran publicity we have a 
splendid example in the efforts of the Father of our 
church—Luther—who made constant use of printer’s 
ink and broadcasted his messages widely through 
tracts and pamphlets. This man lost no opportunity to 
publish and he concealed not. If we have a }worth 
while message, which we have; if we have the truth 
in all its purity, as we have, then surely our duty is 
clear. The Church should use every means and 
method to spread the truth which is so sorely needed 
to make free a sin-bound world. We hope the time will 
soon come when aeroplanes will be pressed into the 
service of the Church to speed on the Gospel with 
lightning rapidity. With the help of these mission 
fliers we could bring the Gospel through the spoken 
and printed word to many more towns and cities, and 
just as during the war tons of literature were dropped, 
so the mission flyers could broadcast from the skies the 
good message. We cannot refrain from expressing the 
further hope that soon scores of our churches will 
have regular radio services as have been already pro- 
moted by a number of our Walther League societies and 
by the Western N. Y. District Executive Board. What 
would answer our purpose best is several Lutheran 
radio stations which would enable us to broadcast our 
message far and wide. 


Concluding, we would say, that the time for deliber- 
ating as to the needs and possibilities of dignified pub- 
licity, such as the American Lutheran Publicity Bureau 
is carrying on, has passed, and the time for making 
fuller use of the power of publicity and for putting 
forth far more determined, concerted and organized efforts 
to make better known our Lutheran Church at home 
and abroad is at hand. ‘Publish and conceal not.” 


(Page Eight] 


which com-. 


THE STREET PREACHER AND 
SPIRITUAL PUBLICITY 
F, R. WEBBER 
We do not refer to the Moody missionary with his 
Gospel wagon, but rather to the church bulletin-board. 


The editor’s request for Sentence Sermons suggests a 
few thoughts. 


A church bulletin board is a splendid thing, if not / 


abused. But, like many good things, it is capable of mis- 
use, and of misdirected use. In the first place, the pur- 
pose of the street bulletin board is not to announce to 


the public things of interest only to the congregation, or | 


a small fraction of it. It is poor publicity to erect a 
bulletin-board with changeable letters and electric lights, 
and then announce to the passing thousands that the reg- 
ular meeting of the choir will take place on Friday night, 
and that the basketball team practices on Thursday. The 
passing public does not care one iota about = things. 
Neither is this religious publicity. 

The purpose of the street bulletin-board is to reach the 
public, and especially those among them who seldom, if 
ever, set foot inside the church. Perhaps a good plan would 
be to call the bulletin-board “our street preacher,’ as 
somebody suggested once in these columns. If this fact 
is impressed upon the congregation, there will be few 
demands that it be used to proclaim things with a pub- 
licity value of zero. 

The purpose of the street-preacher ought to be to pro- 
claim spiritual truth, and to make the man of the street 
think about his eternal welfare. Oyster suppers and 
frappe socials have-their place. But, to proclaim to 
the multitudes that the next bowling match, or the next 
pinochle party takes place Wednesday at 7.45 daylight 
saving time, is not a fact that concerns the spiritual 
welfare of the unchurched passers-by. In fact, some 
announcements may cheapen the church in the eyes of 
the indifferent persons of the community, and make them 
think that it has degenerated into a second-rate amuse- 
ment bureau. : 

Of course a brief, telling Scripture verse, concerning 
the eternal welfare of the human soul, is the best kind 
of spiritual publicity. There are Scripture verses which 
pertain to the true Christian, but would not always 
apply to the unchurched of the community. In fact, 
they might even confirm the indifferent man in his self- 
satisfaction. There is much Pollyanna philosophy and 
sentimental Eastern Star gush in the world as it is. 


We recall overhearing a woman who would not dream 


of setting foot inside the church, or making any profes- 
sion of religion, say: “The lights at the beach were 
simply beautiful last night! I don’t expect to see any- 
thing more beautiful until we get to Heaven, where we 
must all go some day.” Newspaper syndicates, popular 
stories and the recent religious drama all contribute 
to this sort of mushy-mouthed, popular religion of the 
man of the street. 

The street-preacher bulletin-board might present Scrip- 
tural truths to show that all men are mot going to 
Heaven, regardless of their spiritual condition. Our 
bulletin-board may well remind the passers-by of the 
natural sinful condition of unregenerate mankind, and 
the need of salvation through Jesus Christ, the only 
Savior. Thus will the street-preacher preach both Law 
and Gospel: which is his proper function. 

Since the bulletin-board ought to be a street-preacher, 
he ought not to descend to cheapness, or tawdry puns. 
The all-too-common words “U R Welcome,” are not 
only crude English, but stale wit. The word “Thanx” 


may have its place, but its place is not on the church © 


bulletin-board. Such things cheapen, rather than attract, 
because they are so trite and over-worked. 
As has been stated repeatedly in these columns, it is 


publicity of a boomerang type, to allow announcements | 


to remain on the board for three or four days, or even 
a week, after the event has taken place. Such a thing 
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tells only too eloquently the story of an unenterprising 
spirit on the part of pastor or congregation. 


Smart sayings, no matter how clever, if they have 
no connection with spiritual publicity, are of no value 
on the street-bulletin. If we keep an eye on the various 
bulletin-boards as we pass down the streets of any town, 
we will be convinced that such things are by no means 
rare. Here are a few samples of clever sayings, which 
have no value whatever as religious publicity: “This 
world is made up of workers, shirkers nad jerkers;” 
“The foundation of our nation is patriotism;” “The only 
way to success is through trying;” “There are three 
ways of getting on in the world—hard work—hard work 
—hard work.” These sayings are all absolutely true, and 
right to the point,—but they are not spiritual publicity. 
On the blackboard at an oil-filling station they are ex- 
cellent. But the function of the church’s bulletin board 
is to teach religion, not every-day truth. 


We almost forgot! The editor asked for sentence 
sermons. Here are a few that might arrest the atten- 
tion of the average, indifferent passing man or woman, 
and set them to thinking: “Choose you this day whom 
ye will serve’—Joshua 24, 15. “For the Son of man 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost.’— 
Luke 19,10. “Is it well with thee? Is it well with 
thy husband? Is it well with the child?”—II Kings 
4,26 “My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.” 
—The Proverbs 1, 10. “And ye will not come to Me, 
that ye might have life.’—John 5,40. “What shall I 
do then with Jesus which is called Christ?”—Matt. 
27,22. “What shall the end be of them that obey not 
the Gospel of God?’’—I Peter 4,17. “And be sure your 
sin will find you out.’—Numbers 32,23. “If any man 
love the world the love of the Father is not in him.”— 
I John 2,15. 

Here are a few that might point the passing man to 
the need of the Saviour: “Him that cometh to Me, I 
will in no wise cast out.”’—John 6,37. “For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”— 
Romans 10,13. “Neither is there salvation in any other; 
for there is none other name under Heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.”—The Acts 4,12. “The 
Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins.”— 
Matt. 9,6. “He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not 
the Father which hath sent Him.”—John 5,23. “The 
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all 
sin.”"—I John 1,7. “Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.”— 
Galatians 3,13. “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.”—John 1,29. “But He was 
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities.’—Isaiah 53,5. “Being justified freely by 
His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.”—Romans 3,24. 


These are but a few of a great many verses. Care 
should be taken to quote the Scriptures correctly. Gar- 
bled Scripture verses are sometimes seen. 


A few sayings might also be given. Such sentence 
sermons should be timely. Here are a few, suggested 
by the present religious unrest in some quarters, and 
the summer season: “A modernist is a man who places 
his sin-blinded human opinions on a higher level than 
God’s Word.” “The rationalist is the man who says 
‘I think,’ instead of ‘Thus saith the Lord.” ”An auto- 
mobile is a ‘devil-wagon,’ if it leads us away from 
church.” “At the end of a day, man needs food and 
rest. At the end of the week, his soul needs spiritual 
food and rest.” “Don’t lay away your religion with 
your winter clothing.” ‘The person who ‘believes in 
all the churches’ generally is devoted to none in par- 
ticular.” “Don’t compare the worst people in the church 
with the best people out of the church.” “God has ac- 
cepied the sacrifice of His Son for the reconciliation 
of the world.” “More immortal souls are lost through 


indifference than through gross sin.” “Don’t be afraid 
of the word ‘narrow,’ for ‘narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life.” “Summer pleasures often mean 
the loss of heavenly treasures.” “An automobile trip 
Sunday morning means a bad conscience in the eve- 
ning.” “If your body can thrive without food, your 
soul can thrive without God’s Word and _ Sacra- 
ments.” “Empty pews in church often mean empty 
mansions in Heaven. See that both are occupied.’ 
“When God’s Word speaks on any subject, that settles 
the matter.’ “Our Savior spent three years training 
twelve men—to start Christian churches.” “Your life 
without God’s Word and Sacraments is like a plant in 
a dark basement.” “A radio sermon in the evening does 
not atone for a Sunday entirely spent in pleasure.” “A 
Liberalist is a man who thinks that he is wiser in 
spiritual things than God.” “Two churches cannot teach 
opposite doctrines and both be right. God’s Word is the 
true test.” “Jesus Christ did not establish one set of 
morals for the first century, and a different set for the 
twentieth.” “Harmless Sunday pleasures become sinful 
if they keep you away from your church.” 

Whatever we place on the church’s street bulletin 
should be placed there with the idea of spiritual pub- 
licity in mind. “Service next Sunday at 10.30” is not 
enough. People read such things and take them as a 
matter of course. To be of real publicity value, a church 
bulletin-board must be, in every sense of the word, the 
congregation’s street-preacher—always proclaiming spir- 
itual truth. 


DISTRIBUTING 30,000 TRACTS AND 
FOLDERS 


Ernest A. STUERKEN 

It is possible, but not probable, that the quantity of 
tracts and folders distributed by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Of The Ascension, Chattanooga, Tenn., in a 
given time, has been equalled or surpassed by other con- 
gregations, but the work accomplished by the church 
in question is worthy of note. 

When the date for the coming of Gypsy Smith, the 
evangelist, was definitely set, the pastor together with 
the Publicity Committee, decided upon a plan for not 
only advertising their own church, but to inform the 
general public what Lutheranism really is and stands for. 
The distribution of tracts was decided upon as the best 
medium. Five thousand (5,000) each of the tracts— 
“Am I Converted?”—“Why Go To Church?”—“What 
Is The Business Of The Church?”—“What The Lutheran 
Church Stands For,” together with ten thousand (10,000) 
of the folder—‘“The Only Way Out Of The Dark,’— 
making thirty thousand (30,000) tracts and folders in 
all, were distributed during the Gypsy Smith meetings 
from March 9th to April 6th in Chattanooga, a city of 
100,000 population. Every copy of the tracts and folders 


_bore the imprint “Distributed By The Ey. Lutheran 


Church Of The Ascension, Eighth and Lindsay Streets, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. “The Protestant Mother Church.” 
The tracts were furnished by the American Lutheran 
Publicity Bureau, at a very reasonable cost, and the folder 
was furnished gratis by the American Bible Society, the 
latter securing publicity through an advertisement ap- 
pearing on the reverse side of the folder. The Com- 
mittee was very careful that the congregation or the 
Lutheran Church in general could not be charged with 
proselyting, and therefore avoided placing an invitation 
to the church on the tracts and folders. It also took the 
precaution of submitting copies of the tracts and folder 
to the general committee of the “Gypsy Smith Cam- 
paign” and getting its approval before even ordering 
the supply of pamphlets. Many were the favorable com- 
ments heard not only on the work the Lutherans were 
doing in “sowing the seed” but on the soundness of the 
writings contained in the tracts. 
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THE WALTHER LEAGUE AS A CHARACTER BUILDER 


Paut LINDEMANN 


The word character is used to express various things. 
It is used to denote the quality or combination of 
qualities distinguishing any person or class, i. e., indi- 
viduality. Or it is used in the sense of reputation to 
signify a person’s adherence to a code of decency and 
honor. Or ‘it is used in the sense of moral force or 
firmness, decisiveness. In speaking of character here 
we mean the moral character of a man, the principles 
that govern him, the ideals that animate him, the mo- 
tives that underly his life and actions. The develop- 
ment of the nobler qualities of the soul, the cultivation 
of the mode of thought and the direction of the forces 
of life into channels of uprightness and usefulness, in 
other words the formation of character, is included also 
in the program of the world’s activities. Various fac- 
tors contribute to the formation of character. Mighty 
forces in character building are environment, associa- 
tions and education. Often a certain strong per- 
sonality will wield a strong influence in the formation 
of another’s character. All these factors, however, can- 
not unaided build a well rounded character. Educa- 
tion is much emphasized as a cultural force in our time, 
yet some of the most disagreeable persons we have 
known were persons of extraordinary education. Their 
education had made them intellectual snobs and over- 
bearing egoists. A well rounded character is the 
person who has sat at the feet of the heavenly Teacher, 
who has under the benign influence of the Spirit of 
God learned to fight and overcome the inherent evil 
tendencies of his heart and who has been gifted with 
the graces which grow from faith. In other words, 
only the Christian can be a well rounded character. He 
alone is animated by the principles of unselfishness. 
He alone knows the meaning of service. 

It. hardly needs restating that the formation period 
of the human nature is the period of youth. It is the 
time when the soul is plastic, the memory retentive, the 
imagination vivid and when all influences with 
which the budding character comes into contact are 
sure to make a lasting impression. Life is short, and 
any agency which is rendering service in the moulding 
of youthful character, in leading youthful energies into 
the channels of righteousness and usefulness, in estab- 
lishing in youthful hearts exalted ideals and above 
~ all in leading them to the revealed source of temporal and 
eternal happiness is engaged in the most important 
business of life and is doing mankind a valuable 
service. 

The Christian home and the Church are, of course, 
the chief character builders. A person is bound to be 
of ingrown, self-centered, sin-controlled character un- 
less the Word of God performs its changing and con- 
trolling function. The human character in the high- 
est stage of development possible im this world is 
found in the Christian. 

The Church is the custodian of the Word of God and 
as a handmaiden of the Church, in its efforts to 
bring the influence of the Word to bear upon the lives, 
the pleasures, the pastimes and activities of the young 
folks, the Walther League is truly a character builder. 
The Walther League’s object is to give the bubbling 
spirits of youth an outlet which will be constructively 
useful, which in its cumulative effect will build char- 
acter and. will make for happiness instead of misery. 

The Walther League with its progrem of education, 
entertainment, Bible study and Gospel spreading and 
the encouragement it gives to practical work in the 
Church, is moulding the thoughts and ideals of the 
young, is helping in the formation of habits and a 
viewpoint of life which must in its natural results be 
of inestimable benefit not only to them but mankind in 
general. There is an old saying: “A man is what he 
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eats.” It is really a German saying: “Der Mensch is, 
was er isst,” In other words the physical and moral 
characteristics of a person are determined to a great 
degree by the food that he eats. And vice-versa the 
food that he eats reflects his physical and moral char- 
acteristics. What does a Chinaman eat? Rice cooked ; 
in water and opium, and, as side dishes, fattened silk 
worms and rain-worms, fins of sharks end slimy birds- 
nests and afterwards he smokes opium, a sly, decep- 
tive, dream-producing poison. And as his food so is 
the Chinaman. We could expand the subject to bring 
other interesting applications, but we want to give it 
an intellectual and spiritual application. A man is 
mentally, morally and spiritually what he eats men- 
tally, morally and spiritually. The things that influence 
his thinking, speech and action naturally make him. 
The things which he drinks in daily, in his association 
with others, his friends, his pastimes, his reading, his 
activities outside of his daily work, make him. And in 
later life he is the things which influenced him in 
youth and he continues to “eat,” mentally and spiritu- 
ally, the things for which he formed a habit in youth. 
If the taste for really character building food is de- 
veloped in youth, the character is made, for then taste 
will develop into habit. 

The Walther League is helping to develop that taste. 
It is directing the attention and interest of the young 
folks to the real essentials of life, to the things that 
further the kingdom of God and build for eternity. 
Their program is harnessing the idealism, optimism, 
and enthusiasm of the young people to worth-while 
objects and helping to form habits of thought and 
habits of work which are not only character-building 
but which are fundamental to the welfare of Church 
and state. They are encouraging the association of 
Lutheran young people with their own kind and en- 
couraging recreation of a wholesome character. They 
are encouraging the study of the Holy Scriptures and 
thus helping to inculcate a sane, balanced viewpoint ~ 
of life. They are encouraging reading which will bene- 
fit and will not be corruptive of morals. And by this 
method they are cultivating a capacity for the enjoy- 
ment of the real things of life. They are engendering 
an unspoiled ability to be really happy. Where the 
spiritual, recreational and _ inteilectual food among 
people is normal there will be the ability to enjoy the 
simple blessings of life, the beauty of the skies, the 
rippling of the brook, the wave of the grainfield, the 
twittering of the birds, the imagery wf poetry, the prat- 
tles of babies, the play of children, the love of friends. 
The worldling, nourished with the unnatural, highly 
seasoned, rich food demanded by his perverted life, 
suffers from a moral and spiritual indigestion which 
brings about a distaste for the simple and natural 
things of life. He is blase and over-satiated. He 
yawns over the things that you find pleasure in. He 
lives a highly-spiced existence and a thing must have 
a taste of the resque if it is to attract him. His life is a 
steady search for things that have a thrill and a kick and 
he gradually becomes sour and cynical. In emphasizing 
the ideals of the Bible the Walther League helps to 
train into normal living and normal happiness. It 
teaches that happiness lies not in service of self, that | 
life is not a stall to fatten animality and train for 
carnality, that life is not a Vanity Fair dress parade, 
that it is not even an intellectual tournament, but that 
the secret of its enjoyment lies in service and that service 
of man is but the natural outflux of service of Christ. 

And it is this hitching up of the vast dormant 
force of young Lutheran activity that primarily makes 
us enthusiastic Walther Leaguers. There has been 
prevalent, particularly in the Church, the idea that 
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service and youth cannot be combined, the idea that 
when engaged in church work we are making a sacri- 
fice, that every hour so occupied is an hour of self- 
abnegation. Again and again the impression is made 
by church-workers that they are really pitying them- 
selves. Now self-pity is closely related to pride and 
self-righteousness. There is a general opinion that 
church-workers are in the martyr-class and that much 
credit is due them because they devote so much time 
and attention to things which, they think, belong out- 
side of normal human interests. We are apt to yield 
admission and concurrence to that perverted view. But 
it is all wrong. Such people have no proportioned sense 
of values. The Walther League is doing much to 
banish such a viewpoint and is making our young 
people independent enough in their thinking to draw 
the conclusion that the work they do in the Church 
is not subsidiary to any other interests but that it rep- 
resents the prime issues in life, that it is most of all 
worth-while, that it is most productive of good, that 
it is based on the cardinal principles of one’s exist- 
ence. They are beginning to realize that the perform- 
ance of work in the Church is a privilege, and that 
devotion to it is not a sacrifice of sulf but an honor. 
They do not want any pity. They are realizing the fun 
of doing it. They are learning the joyousness of ser- 
vice. They are learning by experience that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive. They are learn- 
ing the true philosophy of life and tasting the blessings 
it brings. May the Walther League realize more and 
more the happiness of church work. May they catch 
the spirit of Theodore Roosevelt. While he was Police 
Commissioner of New York someone asked him on a 


very hot summer day if he were not going to take a 
vacation. Roosevelt answered: “Not unless you can 
show me where I can have more fun than here in New 
York in my work as police commissioner.” We will 
find the same fun in our church work. Do not let any- 
body patronize you because you are a church worker. 
If you are of the right stuff you are having more fun 
than any worldling in his wildest orgy of self-indulg- 
ence. There is not a figment of truth in the claim that 
there is something incongruous between youth and re- 
ligious convictions and above all religious activities. 
If that were the truth it would be denying to young 
folks any possibility of appreciating the noblest things 
in life, of possessing any developed idealism. But it 
is not true, and the Walther League has been active in 
disproving it. 

Some people may look upon the Walther League as 
an institution of questionable value or even as an un- 
avoidable nuisance. Some may consider it as something 
more or less harmless, or a safety valve for youthful 
exuberance. We look upon it as a vital force for con- 
structive good, as a mighty agency of character build- 
ing from whose efforts will result more and more the 
finest type of manhood and womanhood. Our Leaguers 
are building at the very foundation of our natural life, 
for in the principles of Christianity alone lies the cure 
for national evils and the maintenance of national 
health and prosperity. In helping to build the charac- 
ter of the young on the basis of the Word of God they 
are rendering invaluable service to the Church and to 
the state. May their efforts be crowned with success 
and redound more and more to the glory of Him in 
whose service alone true happiness may be found. 


J. M. BaiLey, EpucATIONAL SECRETARY, WALTHER LEAGUE 
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Pror. WALTER A. Mater, Epiror, WALTHER LEAGUE MEssENGER. 


OFFICIALS 


President: A. A. Grossmann, 983 44th St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
First Vice-President: Edwin Meese, Jr., 4424 Edgewood Ave., Oakland, 


Gal 

Second Vice-President: Edmund Kuhlmann, 3072 Van Dyke Ave., Detroit, 
Mich. 

Field Secretary: Prof. E. H. Engelbrecht, 479 Bonnie Brae, Oak 
Park, Ul 


Recording Secretary: A. H. Herrmann, 3716 Brookside Drive, Forest 
Hill, Richmond, Va. 
Treasurer: F. A. Schack, 1709 Alabama Avenue, Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Executive Secretary: Rev. Paul G. Prokopy. 
Hospice Secretary: Rev. Erwin Umbach. 
Acting Junior Secretary: Rev. Erwin Umbach. 
Educational Secretary: Rev. James M. Bailey. 
(Address the above at 6438 Eggleston Ave., Chicago, IIl.) 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


E. J. Gallmeyer, Chairman; Herbert Trier, Secretary; Edwin Klein, 
Rev. Paul Miller, A. A. Grossmann, Prof. E. H. Engelbrecht, Wm. 
H. Raschke. 
All communications for the Board are to be sent to the Secretary, 
Herbert Trier, 1140 Division St., Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


THE WALTHER LEAGUE 
Pro Aris Et Focis For Church and for Home 
An International Organization of Lutheran 
Young People within the Synodical Conference 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 
6438 Eggleston Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


PURPOSE 


To assist in keeping our young people within the 
church, 


To promote Christian love and fellowship. 


To make intelligent and energetic church workers. 

To encourage the support of charitable endeavors, 
especially of the Evangelical Lutheran Sanitarium 
at Wheat Ridge, Colorado. 


To promote systematic Bible study. 


To establish a hospice system for the welfare of 
fellow-Lutherans and others who are away from home. 


To increase the love for our foreign mission work 
through the support of missionaries and native workers. 


MEMBERSHIP 
One thousand and seventy-five senior and two hun- 
dred and seventeen junior societies in 33 districts of 
the United States and Canada. 


Pror. E. H. ENGELBRECHT, NATIONAL FIELD 
SECRETARY, WALTHER LEAGUE 


Gees is what we are, reputation is what people think we are. 
While we have carefully guarded the character of our Lutheran Church, we have not 


so well attended to its reputation. 


If others are to be brought within reach of the saving gospel, our reputation is of vital concern. 
The American Lutheran Publicity Bureau has for many years sponsored such publicity as would 


place our church into the proper light for our fellow-citizens. 
The Walther League has supported it in this worthy endeavor. 


Much remains to be done, and the Walther League will not stand 4 
by idly. 
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT IN YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S SERVICES 


E. H. BerTERMANN 


Following a request repeatedly made in the columns 
of the “American Lutheran” to send, chiefly for the 
purpose of exchanging ideas, left-over programs, cir- 
culars, Lenten folders, and the like, the writer not long 
ago mailed to the Publicity Bureau programs of several 
young people’s services held in his church last fall and 
winter. There the programs came to the notice of the 
managing editor of this publication, and after captur- 
ing in a letter, the writer’s benevolence by saying some 
very fine things about his effort, he asked him to write 
an article on these services. The editor thought that 
many a reader of the “American Lutheran” would appre- 
ciate a description of the services, and that similar meth- 
ods might be adopted in other churches. We are quite 
willing to comply with this request and give our outlines 
for what they are worth. Should they prove helpful 
and serve to inspire to something better, we would be 
very glad. 

As carried out in our churches, the two programs 
about which we are to write might well come under 
the heading: Young People’s Educational Services. Now 
young people’s services, held in church, are by no means 
a new discovery. 
services are held in the evening of confirmation day. The 
dedication of a new church, or the anniversary of the 
dedication, are occasions when special services are ar- 
ranged for the young people of the congregation. 
Usually such services are of a deeply solemn nature. 
Faithfulness unto death generally forms the theme en- 
larged upon in the services mentioned first, and in the 
latter it is fittingly urged upon the hearers to dedicate 
their life and their all to the Lord’s cause. Quite in keep- 
ing with the occasion, a profound and touching solemnity 
pervades the services from beginning to end. 

Nor can it be said that the educational service, and 
certainly not the educational meeting, is something new 
to us. From time to time there are church services 
predominantly educational. And as to educational meet- 
ings, ample provisions are made to hold them regularly 
in our young people’s societies. The “Walther League 
Messenger” regularly has outlines for such meetings, the 
choice and execution of which show much study and 
skill; and beyond a doubt the carefully prepared material 
offered in this splendid publication is being used in a 
great many places. 

To hold a young people’s educational meeting in 
church on a Sunday evening means merely to provide 
a different setting for the program ordinarily carried 
out in the assembly hall. It was not and is not our 
intention to transfer all the young people’s educational 
meetings from the hall to the church. However, we 
think, a good purpose is served if this is done at in- 
tervals. What induced us to try the experiment was 
the lack of interest in our Bible class among our young 
folks and their parents. We invited all and sundry to 
join our Bible class time and again, and yet again, but 
the results were far from satisfactory. We should 
say, perhaps, that, with us, Bible class means young 
people’s society, for Bible study is the main purpose 
for which cur young folks are organized. We invited 
and urged all to come by mimeographed circulars. We 
elected teams to get new members. Each of these efforts 
brought some results, but not enough. 

The thought then occurred to us that we needed more 
and better publicity for the Bible class. We must in- 
vent some means to show the Bible class in action, or 
to show at least part of its activities. The program, 
we clearly saw, must be as fine as we could make it. 
And then we must find some way to compel the others to 
come in. The following two programs for young people’s 
services were the result of our deliberations: 
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In many of our congregations such’ 


I. THe FestivAL OF THE REFORMATION. 


PROGRAM FOR YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERVICE 
TRINITY EV. LUTH. CHURCH 


Stewart and Fifth Aves, Wausau, Wis. 


7:30 P. M. October 28, 1923 


\ 


OrcAN PRELUDE 
ProcesstonaAL—“Father in Heaven.” 
Words by Angus S. Hibbard. Composed in 1810 by 
Friedrich F Flemming. 
A group of girls in procession sing stanzas 1 and 2: 
(Two stanzas in print) 
The congregation rises and sings verse 3: 
(Stanza in print) 
Pastor: The peace of God be with you. 
Congregation: And with thy spirit 


Tue Inrtroirt. 
Congregation: Glory be to the Father, etc. 


COLLECT 


Congregation: Amen. 


Hymn: Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
(Stanzas printed on the program) 


Tue 46TH Psat, read responsively: 


Pastor: God is our refuge and strength. 
Congregation: A very present help in trouble 


(The Psalm printed in full) 


AppressEs on “Three Translations of the Bible.’ 


Introductory remarks by the pastor 


I. The Translation of Jerome. 
Born 331; died 420. 
Miss Ruth Safemaster. 
Duret—“Love Divine, All Love Excelling.” 
Words by Charles Wesley. Music by Henry S. Sawyer. 
Misses Loretta and Arleen Kiekhoefer. 
II. The Translaton of Dr. Martin Luther. 
Born 1483; died 1546. 
Pastor E. H. Bertermann. 
III. The Translation of William Tyndale. 


Born 1490; died 1536. 
Mr. Martin Kaatz. 


Sextet—“Pilgrims of the Night.” 
Words by Dr. Faber. Music by W. J. Westbrook. 
Mesdames Wm. Beltz, J. Kleinschmidt, M. Pagel, G. 
Swanson, O. Weinke, and Miss Leona Jahns. 

PRAYER. 

Hymn: Blessed be the tie that binds. 


(The hymn is printed) 
BENEDICTION. 


CLostnc PRAYER. 
A collection will be taken at the doors. 


“The world has hardly commenced to appreciate 
the debt which it owes, under God, to the talents, in- 
dustry, energy, and Christian intrepidity of Martin 
Luther.”—Charles Adams. (Quotation) 
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II. Tue Desate At Marpurc ON THE LorpD’s SUPPER 
Ocroser 1 To 3, 1529 


PROGRAM FOR YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERVICE 
TRINITY EV. LUTH. CHURCH 


Stewart and Fifth Aves., Wausau, Wis. : 
7:30 P. M. December 9, 1923. 
OrcGAN PRELUDE. 
Processtonat—“Holy, holy, holy!” 
A group of girls in procession sings: 
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth! 
(The words are printed 
The congregation stands while the Gloria in Excelsis 
is sung by Mrs. Wm. Beltz. 
The congregation sings: 
“Glory be to the Father.” 
(Words are printed) 
Pastor: The peace of God be with you always. 
Congregation: And with thy spirit. 
COLLect. 
Cnogregation: Amen. 
Scripture LeEsson. 
Hymn: Approach, my soul, the mercy seat. 
(Words printed) 
THE. 32ND PsA, read responsively: 
Pastor: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven. 
Congregation: Whose sin is covered. 
(The Psalm is printed) 
Appresses on “The Debate at The City of Marburg.” 
Introductory remarks by the pastor. 
Part I. The Debaters. 
1. Martin Luther. 
Born 1483; died 1546. 
Miss Arlene Beilke. 
2. Ulrich Zwingli. 
Born 1484; died 1531. 
Mr. Clifford Streck. 
Soprano Soto—“Jesus, Lover of my Soul,” by Wesley 
Hughes. 
Miss Emily Wendt. 
Part IJ. The Debate. 
At the Castle of Landgrave Philip of Hesse, Oct. 1-3, 
1529. 


Pastor E. H. Bertermann. 
Soprano Soto—“I Come to Thee.” 
Lyric by Geo. Graff, Jr. Music by Caro Roma. 
Miss Irma Gebhardt. 
PRAYER. 
Hymn: °Twas on that dark, that doleful night. 
(The hymn is printed) 
BENEDICTION. 
The congregation stands in silent prayer while a group 
of girls, leaving the church, sing the 
REcESSIONAL: May God be praised henceforth and blest 
forever. 
(The words are printed) 


A collection will be taken at the doors. 


The programs were printed on the stock folders sup- 
plied by the Publicity Bureau. These folders are made 
of heavy glazed paper and come with such fine pictures 
in colors that they are really worth keeping. Our first 
program was printed on a folder showing Luther seated 
at a desk. Under this picture we placed the legend: 
Luther Translating the Bible. The second program was 
printed on a folder showing the well-known painting of 
the Lord’s Supper. Under this picture we placed in 
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very small type: THE LAST SUPPER by Leonardo Da 
Vinci 1452-1519. Painting in the Monastery Santa Maria ~ 
delle Grazie, Milan, Italy. 

The reader will note that the pastor himself took the 
heavy parts on the program. We think he should. The 
pastor’s address rightly ought to be main number which 
brings the real message. In this instance the other ad- 
dresses were not actually “addresses” but readings of 
papers written in full by the pastor himself. The pas- 
tor should be qualified not only to write a better paper 
on these subjects than any of his young people, but by 
writing them himself the contents and length of the 
papers will be exactly what he wants them to be. The 
three papers will thus be written so as to complement 
each other, and the unity of the program will be pre- 
served. As our church auditorium is of a goodly size, 
care was exercised to choose good readers. The read- 
ers, of course, rehearse in church in the presence of the 
pastor prior to the service. Regarding the Reformation 
program, the topic mentioned was chosen because with 
Luther’s monumental work, the Vulgate and the King 
James, which is said to be about seventy-five per cent 
Tyndale, have received the widest circulation of any 
translations of the Bible. In the Marburg program the 
first two papers are not purely biographical but bring 
out, too, the Lutheran and the Reformed positions on 
the Holy Supper. Love for God’s word was stressed 
in the first program, and a deep regard for the Lord’s 
Supper in the second. 


The special services were announced from the 
pulpit. In addition, invitation folders were dis- 
tributed by the members of the Bible class four or five 
days previous to the services. The folders were of 
good, tinted book paper. The one used for the Refor- 
mation service showed a picture of Luther, supplied by 
the. Publicity Bureau, also a picture of our church. It 
mentioned the place, date, and time of the service, the 
topic and the people taking part. On a line left for 
that purpose we wrote the name of every member of the 
congregation, and the young people received as many 
extra copies as they wished for distribution among their 
friends not connected with our church. The Marburg 
circular was of the same quality and contained a pic- 
ture of the church and the necessary. announcements. 
In heavy type this folder demanded of the reader: “Do 
you know what every well-informed Lutheran should 
know about the City of Marburg?” Here a picture 
of the city was shown which was made from a postal 
card belonging to Pastor J. Nau, our neighbor, who 
some years ago visited the very room where the debate 
took place. These folders were distributed in the same 
manner as the first. 


The results? Our Bible class attendance improved 
some fifty per cent. While the first service was by no 
means poorly attended, the church was almost filled 
in the second. The services were well liked by young 
and old. Some of the young people, in fact, want one 
of them every month. Many people have said that they 
have profited by coming and have assured us that they 
will be there the next time, too. And if there is any 
publicity value in this that people keep our printed 
matter in place of throwing it away, the circulars and 
programs are still serving a good purpose. As we make 
our rounds, we see in many homes our circulars and espe- 
cially the programs on the walls or on the buffet. The 
material supplied by the Publicity Bureau is simply too 
good to throw away. 

The cost of each program was about twenty dollars. 
But the elders gladly gave us permission to hold these - 
services, and the collection in both instances more than 
paid for the expense. Several young men acted as 
ushers and received the collection at the doors. Thus 
it will be seen that as many young folks as possible 
were made to take an active part. Many are waiting 
for the next young people’s service. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


The Lord’s Prayer, by William Dallmann. 
tion.) Price, $1.50. 
St. Louis, Mo. 

This deservedly popular collection of sermons on the Lord’s 
Prayer is perhaps the best known of the prolific author’s con- 
tribution to English sermonic ‘literature. The author has revised 
the manuscript of this second edition but without making any 
serious changes. We bring this splendid book to the attention 
of the pastors, who will find it valuable, particularly in the 
preparation of a series of sermons on the Lord’s Prayér. Shut- 
ins will find it splendid reading while they are unable to attend 
public worship. And in general it makes edifying reading for 
both pastors and laymen. 


(Second edi- 
Concordia Publishing House, 


Home Department Questions on Primary Leaflets. 

Since this is a new venture in our circles we think it well to 
reprint what the publishers have to say about it. 

“This is a new venture in our series of Sunday-school pub- 


lications, and it is undertaken in deference to the wish expressed- 


by a few and subsequently supported by a few additional mis- 
sionaries in our Synod, who deplore the absence of a means 
of reaching an undoubtedly existing audience in rural districts, 
which for physical reasons cannot be brought to Sunday-school. 
The plan of the promoters of this undertaking is to send our 
Primary Leaflets to such children and to furnish, at the same 
time, a question sheet on which the children thus enrolled in a 
sort of Home Department of the Sunday-school may write their 
amswers and send them on to the Sunday-school. It is believed 
that in this way many a child could be interested in, and gained 
for, the work of the Sunday-school which now is not reached 
at all because, owing to the distance, it cannot be brought to 
the Sunday-school proper. 

These questions have been prepared by men who constantly 
kept in mind the difficulties that will undoubtedly attend this 
type of mission-work. The plan of operation is, as stated above: 
Enroll the pupils in your Home Department course either by 
personal visits or by a letter addressed to the parents; send 
them the Primary Leaflets, either single copies (which may 
prove a trifle expensive) or in quarterly instalments; together 
with the Leaflets send thera the proper supply of question sheets ; 
see that you get the answers and follow your missionary in- 
Stinct as to acknowledging the receipt, correcting the answer 
2% =. 

e whole matter is at present in an experimental stage, a 
the Sunday-school Board of the Missouri TS y hod. udee. oye 
auspices these sheets are published, will be glad to receive sug- 
gestive communications, which may be addressed to Prof. P. E. 
Kretzmann, D.D., 3705 Texas Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

The - question sheets are at present sold only in complete sets 
of eight lessons to the set, all enclosed in an envelope. They 
cannot be mailed periodically. The price is 5 cents per set. 

CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.” 


Statistical Year Book of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of Missouri, Ohio, and other States for the year 1923. 


Price, $1.00. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
0. 

This annual book of statistics compiled by the synodical 
statistician is a most valuable aid to every student of American 
Lutheran church life. The best church worker is the one who 
is well informed. A true conception of the needs and problems 
of the Church cannot well be formulated without reliable statis- 
tics. They show up the Church’s strength as well as its weak- 
ness. They lead to an intelligent rectifying of mistakes. They 
gives a true estimate of results of efforts expended. The statis- 
tician of Synod has done a remarkably thorough job and offers 
a comprehensive Picture of the status of our Church. He and the 
publishers _ deserve the appreciative interest of the synodical 
public, evidenced in the case of the pastors by a prompt and 
complete reply to the inquiries of the statistician. Get the book! 
You cannot discuss Synodical affairs intelligently without it. 


The Destruction.of Jerusalem, by L. H. Becker. Price, 


55 cts. postpaid. Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

We remember with what interest we used to read in the ap- 
pendix to our German ‘‘Gesangbuch”’ the story of the destruction 
of Jerusalem. The author has now offered the story to the English 
reading public by editing and revising Dean Milman’s History 
of the Destruction of Jerusalem, which is taken from Josephus. 
The volume forms one of Concordia’s well-known Red Book 
Series. It is a good book for the home and for the church 
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Commentar Ueber Den Brief Pauli An Die Roemer, by 
Dr. G. Stoeckhardt. Price, $3.50. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


This is Dr. Stoeckhradt’s valuable contribution to Lutheran 
theological literature in a new edition. The old edition was 
exhausted, and under the pressure of a widespread demand the 
publishers felt compelled to republish the work. It is, of course, 
a book for theologians, but no theologian able to read German 
should be without it. Dr. Stoeckhardt’s fame as an exegete 
went far beyond our Synodical circles. A pastor’s library is 
incomplete without Stoeckhardt’s books. 


Book of Concord. Price, $3.50 postpaid. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Since this is an important addition to our English church 
literature, we shall append the detailed and well-worded de- 
scription of the publishers. 

“Very soon after the appearance of our now rather celebrated 
Concordia Triglotta in 1921, our friends advised us to publish 
the new English text of our Symbolical Books in a_ separate 
edition for the use of those who are unable to read the Latin 
or the German. This demand seemed distinctly reasonable, and 
we were glad to make prompt preparation for such an edition. 
The book is now on the market. It contains none of the original 
Latin and German texts, only the English translation of the 
originals. We may repeat that the English translation is, in 
part, based on existing English translations; largely, however, 
it is entirely new, principally the work of Dr. W. H. T. Dau. 

During the past few years the English texts have been the 
subject of very careful study on the part of critics, some of 
whom were, by reason of their association, not favorably in- 
clined. The unanimous verdict, however, even on the part of 
men whose loyalty towards existing English editions of the 
Book of Concord might be presupposed, was that Dr. Dau’s 
English text of the Lutheran Symbolical Books is not only 
good English, but in very many instances comes much closer 
to the original Latin or German, in point of fact, gives the 
original sense, which is more than can be said of some of the 
previous translations. 

One of the principal features of our edition of the Book of 
Concord, however, are the “Historical Introductions to the Sym- 
bolical Books,’? prepared by Dr. F. Bente, the editor-in-chief 
of our Triglotta. These essays are the ripe fruit of years of 
patient and intelligent study, not only of the Confessions them- 
selves, but of the historical and geographical environment and 
the doctrinal evolutionary process that led to the fixation of 
the dogmas. As to comprehensiveness and topical as well as 
historical accuracy, these essays command the admiration of 
every well-informed theologian, be he Lutheran or non-Lutheran. 
These essays are in themselves a complete course of study in 
Lutheran symbolics and are worth many times the price of the 
book to the earnest student of doctrinal history. 

The Book of Concord, English edition——as we prefer to have 
it ordered to avoid misunderstanding,—has been issued in the 
same form as the Concordia Triglotta, the size of the page being 
7%4x10% inches. The ‘Historical Introductions’ cover 256 
pages and (10 pages of index), the confessions themselves 309 
pages (and 45 pages and index matter). The whole book is 
approximately 1%4 inches thick and is substantially, though 
plainly, bound in cloth, with gold stamping on the back. If 
we had produced the book as an independent venture, without 
leaning on the editorial and mechanical work previously con- 
nected with the very expensive production of our Concordia 
Triglotta, it would have to be sold at about twice the price for 
which we are now advertising it, viz., $3.50, postpaid, sent to 
any address in the United States. 

Owners of the Concordia Triglotta will, of course, not need this 
English edition, but those unable, or for some reason unwilling, 
to consult the original languages (Latin and German) of the 
Lutheran confessional books should own and use this special 
English edition, with which the publishers think they have ren- 
dered the Lutheran Church a real service. 


Sermons on the Catechism. Volume Four. The Sacra- 
ments and-the Word. By Dr. G. Friedrich, Ahlfeld 
of Leipzig; translated by the Rev. J. W. Richards. 
Price, $2.00. The Lutheran Literary Board, Bur- 
lington, Iowa. 

The Ahlfeld collection of sermons on the Catechism have for 
fifty years been well known in Lutheran circles. Our English 
speaking pastors will no doubt be grateful for an exposition 
of the sacramients in sermonic form. The translation is well- 
rendered and reads easily. The book contains seven sermons 
on Baptism, ten on the Sacrament of the Altar and four on 
the Word of God, and each sermon has a prayer appended. The 
sermons are rich in apt illustrations. The book is a welcome 
addition to our English Lutheran sermonic literature. 
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